RICHELIEU
accomplices. Richelieu knew them all: d'Ornano and the
Vendomes, the Comte de Soissons and Madame de Chev-
reuse, and Anne of Austria. In order to improve the
turbulent young prince, he was married on August 5 to
the richest heiress in the realm. Mademoiselle de Mont-
pensier, a princess of the blood. Richelieu remembered
his sacerdotal status when it seemed advisable, and offici-
ated in person at the ceremony, giving his blessing to the
young couple.
Then, having got rid of Gaston, who abandoned him-
self to the delights of this new love, Richelieu turned to
deal with Chalais. Instead of handing him over to the
ordinary jurisdiction, the Cardinal appointed one of those
special tribunals, a Commission, to which he so often
resorted in years to come. This procedure had for him
the merit of frankness. It implied that the case was decided
beforehand, and that obedient Commissioners were chosen
to give the verdict dictated to them. This form of justiciary
brought much blame and invective on Richelieu's head.
But would it have been preferable for him to leave to more
scrupulous judges the task of deciding, as it might turn
out, against himself? It was essential that he should be
set above all attack, and be free to pursue his set task. It
may be claimed that he was not indispensable, but he
himself was certain that he was. The value of his political
task may be questioned, but he conceived it as a necessity,
and believed that no other man could ensure the pre-
eminence of France. And for those reasons, as his con-
science told him, he was entitled to get rid of anybody
who thwarted his actions or planned to nullify them; and
when he decided on an example as indispensable, this was
not in him cruelty, callousness or inhuman hardness of
heart; he had no feeling of exercising a right, but felt that
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